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David J. Smith takes the world’s population of 6.9 billion and shrinks 
it down to a village of 100. In doing so, the startling realities of the 
global village become instantly visible. By exploring the lives of the 100 
villagers, children will discover that life in other parts of the world is often 
very different from their own. The shrunk-down statistics, now more 
comprehensible for children, and David Smith's tips on building “world-
mindedness” help readers to establish their own place in the global village.
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1. Make It Real
Reducing the global population of 6.9 billion to a village of 
100 gives children a view of the world in miniature. You can 
make their understanding more concrete by using sticky notes 
to represent the hundred people in the global village. 

You’ll need:

• tape

•  large sheets of paper

•  sticky notes

Tape one large sheet of paper up on a wall and ask students to 
use one sticky note for each person in the village and duplicate 
the divisions for Nationalities (page 8).

To find out how your class population compares, tape up 
another sheet of paper and ask them to use sticky notes to 
represent the nationalities of their parents. Although there will 
be fewer sticky notes in all, the contrast between the village as 
a whole and their classroom family village will be revealing. 

Try the same comparison exercise for Religions (page 14). 
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2. Become World-minded
Author David J. Smith is a champion of “world-mindedness.” 
“It is the sense,” he says, “that our planet is actually a village, 
and we share this small, precious village with our neighbors.” 

To help your students become more world-minded, ask them 
to do Internet and book-based research on one country.  
(To choose their country, they can consult the United Nations 
website at www.un.org/en/members.)  
Websites containing statistics on countries are included on 
page 32 of If the World Were a Village. When they are finished 
their research, have them present their country to the class. 
They should be able to:

•  show where the country is on a map

•  give its population and capital city — older children   
should  be able to say how the population is distributed  
geographically and by age

•  answer the question: Are most of the children in school?

•  give two important facts about the country

•  explain in what ways it is different from their own   
country

At the end of the presentations, raise the discussion question: 
“What is a country?” 

3. Make a Math Connection
The statistics in If the World Were a Village can be used to enhance 
math skills. 

•   Fractions. The numbers of villagers can be expressed 
as a percent. For example, 32 of the 100 villagers = 32 
percent of the villagers, or 32 percent of the world’s 
population. The numbers of villagers can also be 
expressed as fractions. For example, 25 of the villagers = 
25/100 of the village. Students can reduce these x/100 
fractions to their lowest common denominator — so 
25/100 becomes 1⁄4. 

•  Graphing. Have students use graph-making software to 
create a circle or bar graph of a topic from the book. For 
example, they can graph the Language statistics from 
page 10. If your classroom computers do not have graph-
making software installed, the free Create a Graph tool is 
easy to use.
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