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Dear Diary:

I can’t believe summer’s over. Moving 

to the country has been awesome 

(especially since I met Jet, my new best

friend). But now that September’s here,

I’ve been thinking a lot about my old

friends at Bigville Public School. 

Right now I bet they’re all at the mall 

shopping for new clothes. I’m missing 

all that fun. 

Things are so different here. Dear 

diary, do you think I’ll make friends at 

my new school? I don’t care about 

being popular, but I wonder if I’ll fit in. 
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Wish me luck,

Bongo.
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Thanks for saving

me a seat, Jet.

There’s something 

I want to show you.

Claire!
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Do you know 

all these kids?

Just a sec …

Hi, Claire. This is Tabby. 

She lives over by the 

Perkins’. 



That’s cute. I don’t use a 

lunch box. At Bigville Public, 

everyone carries lunch in their 

backpack.

Everyone here uses 

a lunch box.
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I like your backpack. Is that 

a TinkiToy? You should hang it on

your lunch box. See mine?

here

Claire’s my new neighbor. She 

was on TV this summer. She rescued

her mom from a kidnapper.
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It’s what’s inside that worries me. 

My mom is vegan. I usually trade. 

Actually, my mom is a 

food expert. My lunch is

always gourmet.

Want some gum?

Oooh, is it 

gooour-may gum?

Well, maybe the 

gum’s not gourmet. 

But everything else is.
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You loser! 
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Those creeps from 

smelly Lovesick Lake are totally 

out of control.

Well they should GROW UP

or move closer to school.

They’ve probably been on 

this bus since dawn. Lovesick Lake is

practically in the Arctic, y’know.

Ick. 

COOTIES. 
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Found it! Hey, Claire,

look at this!

WIN A

ENTER NOW!

KIDCAM
WRITE AN ESSAYON AN

SUPER DIGITAL CAMERA!

TOP TEN ESSAYS

ENDANGERED SPECIES
will WIN a
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Just what I need — a camera. 

I was thinking that if you were going to be a zoologist 

like Dr. Jane Goodall, I could be a wildlife photographer like

“Nick” Nichols, and we could start a magazine just 

like National Geographic.

But you have to write 

an essay. You hate writing. 

But I love contests.



Claire and the Water Wish ©2009     Written and illustrated by Janice Poon     Downloaded from www.kidscanpress.com

I just have to think of a really

winning topic. Something popular. 

How about “Saving the

Princess of Whales”?

Be serious! I really 

need this camera. Help me

think of a topic.

Pandas, penguins ...
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… snow leopards, 

gray wolves …

Not colorful

enough.

African lions, Bengal

tigers, deep sea squid.

Something closer

to home …
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We’re in classroom 5B.

What about Monarch

butterflies?

Are they going

extinct? 

By the time you

write this essay, they

could be.

5B

5B


